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Summary 

I plan to work in an elementary school setting. I don’t know in what grade I would like to 

teach yet. I do know that I wouldn’t want to teach in daycare setting or a middle school setting. I 

like all ages and can find pros and cons in each age group. First to fifth grade would most likely 

be the range I would like to teach in. I would prefer to work in a public school, because I believe 

those students have a greater need. I would like to make a difference in their lives. I want my 

parents to be a part of my classroom and be involved in the school. I want my students to support 

each other and become well-rounded citizens.  Whatever grade I have, I want my classroom to 

support collaboration and relationships. 
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Parenting 

 What makes a parent? A parent is someone who supports their child. All parents have 

different opinions and thoughts on how to raise their child. According to Olsen and Fuller, 2017, 

page 66, “Parenting styles are shaped by the values, attitudes, and beliefs of the parents.” 

Authoritarian, authoritative, and permissive are the three different types of parenting styles. As 

an educator, it is helpful to understand what sort of parenting your student has experienced. 

Depending on this experience, students may react differently to your instruction methods. 

Parents also carry many roles. Both parents may be employed or there might be only one parent 

working. Some children may only have one parent or were raised by a different legal guardian. 

Each change displays a different parenting characteristic. Parenting takes many forms, but it is 

necessary to learn your parents’ parenting styles to understand them. 

 As a parent, you grow with your child. Each stage comes with new challenges. As an 

educator, it is important to help the parents of your students adjust. The website I have listed is a 

resource that I would suggest to parents. The website includes a description of where your child 

might be at from ages 6 to 12 (Staff, 2011). It also gives tips on how to parent, when to give your 

child a phone, or the benefits of your child being in sports. There are suggestions on 

developmentally- appropriate play activities for children of each age. Overall, this website 

includes many resources that may give parents different ideas or simply a better understanding of 

where their child is at. 
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https://childdevelopmentinfo.com/ages-stages/school-age-children-development-parenting-tips/ 
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Communicating 

 Parents and schools should create a partnership to maximize involvement. “Building true 

partnerships is a process that requires both teachers and parents to create a shared meaning about 

education (Olsen, Fuller, 2018, p. 103).” It isn’t always easy to involve parents and communicate 

with them. Both parents and teachers are busy, but it is the job of the teacher to start this 

partnership. As educators, we need to schedule meetings, share information, and include parents 

in the classroom. We also need to be aware of parent’s perspectives and backgrounds to have a 

better understanding. The purpose of communication with parents is to have their support in the 

school. It also helps educators understand where their children come from. Parents benefit from 

communication because they are more involved and are a part of their children’s lives. It takes 

patience and time to build a partnership with a parent, but it is worth it.  

 There are many ways to communicate with parents and keep them informed. First, I 

would make sure that the parents have my e-mail so that they can contact me with any concerns. 

To keep the parents informed, I would send home a weekly newsletter. This newsletter would 

include any major events happening in the near future. It would also include things like spelling 

words, or what my students will be learning in the next week. Newsletters will be included in my 

classroom because I want my parents to know what their children are learning. Parents will be 

able to help their child and therefore will be more involved. I also plan on having a private 

Facebook page for my class. All parents would be invited to join, and they would be able to 

communicate with me through this resource. I would post important events, pictures of students 

(if given permission), and my newsletter to this site. These two tools should help me accomplish 

my goals of openness and communication.  
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Learning at home 

“The most accurate predictor of a student’s achievement in school is not income or social 

status but the extent to which the student’s family is able to create an environment that 

encourages learning, high expectations, and involvement in their children’s education (Olsen, 

Fuller, 2017, p. 132).” As Olsen and Fuller stated, the environment that children grow up in is 

incredibly important to a student’s success. Many students that I will have, will not have an 

environment that supports their development. Since educators are not the parents of their 

students, there is only a limited amount they can do. We can make a difference by teaching 

parents about different resources, how to understand testing, or by creating events to support 

them.  

Learning from home can have a greater impact on your student’s success then learning in 

the classroom, therefore it is necessary to support your student’s home environment. One way to 

support my students would be to send my newsletter home with them to inform them of what 

their child is learning. This way, they can look online for extra support or maybe games to 

enhance their child’s learning experience at home. To support the parents, I would send a letter at 

the beginning of the year home. This letter would list a variety of resources I have in my 

classroom. I would offer these resources for their usage. I want my parents to know that their 

environment is also important and that extra resources will help their child’s development. By 

opening the classroom to the parents, my students will have more resources available to them.  
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Decision making 

 Everyone should be part of the decision making because it is major part of the school 

system.  School boards have meetings to determine the future of our schools. As educators and 

parents, we must participate in these meetings because it is our responsibility. We need to be 

involved in the decision making.  Both parents and teachers benefit from participation. Parents 

are more aware of what their children are learning and why. They will also have a better 

perception of the schools and more commitment to it. Teachers have a higher morale and greater 

respect and communication within the school (Olsen, Fuller, 2017, p. 133). Through programs, 

staff, and meetings, we can increase involvement in decision making.  

 Since teachers are the closest connection to the parent besides their child, we must 

encourage involvement in meetings and programs. To help parents with this connection, I would 

send home a letter that would list when our school has meetings. I would stress that it is the 

parent’s responsibility to be involved in the decision making of their schools. Through 

participation, they have the opportunity to influence and change our schools. Another 

opportunity to increase decision making from the parents would be to have parents lead certain 

groups. If I wanted to have a Valentine’s Day party for my students, I could find a group of 

parents to make the decisions. Both methods would increase involvement and encourage 

decision making in the schools.  
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Volunteering 

 Volunteering is another way to create partnerships between the school and the parents. 

“The typical activities in this category are parental assistance to teachers… including filed trips, 

class parties, and class performances (Olsen, Fuller, 2017, p. 138).” Parents volunteering in the 

schools is not as common as it was in previous years. Many schools don’t allow volunteers, even 

if they are parents. Another item that may inhibit parents from coming, is lack of time. Since 

there are so many more obstacles that parents face today, it is important for educators to be 

flexible. By providing a variety of times and dates, parents have more opportunities to volunteer 

in their children’s schools.  

 Volunteering is a good way to involve parents in your classroom. Children love it when 

parents visit their classroom. It leads to high engagement and participation. I believe that it is 

important to give parents choices and get to know them. One tool I would use is a volunteer 

form. My parents could fill this sheet out so that I know their preferences when it comes to 

volunteering. Through these forms, I can contact parents who are available. This way parents 

aren’t bothered to volunteer when they are busy. I will be able to know what parents like to do 

and understand their character. When I have a volunteering opportunity available, I can ask 

someone who specifically wants the job. This form gives me a better idea of what my parents 

like to do. I can focus on their skills or abilities more. Overall, this form is a beginning guide to 

involving parents through volunteering in the classroom.  
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Collaborating with Community 

From a variety of perspectives, there are great benefits in involving the community in 

your school. Both children who lack structured families and children of structured families are 

affected by their community. What happens in their community directly impacts them. What 

happens to the children, directly impacts the community. “Schools enjoy the informed support of 

families and community members, families experience many opportunities to contribute to their 

children's education, and communities look forward to an educated, responsible workforce 

(USA, Michigan.gov).” For many communities, the school is a great source of vitality. As 

educators, we can encourage collaboration with the community through a variety of ways. 

The schools, students, parents, and teachers are all part of the community. Volunteering 

in the community is a common way that teachers involve their students in the community. When 

students help their community, it teaches them responsibility and pride. The community also has 

the opportunity to meet the people who will someday care for their home. Another way to 

encourage collaboration with the community is by creating a list of services available to children. 

Many parents don’t know the opportunities available for their children in the community. Parents 

can use the list and involve their children in the community in different ways. They could join a 

book club, a swim team, or any number of organizations. As children join programs, they create 

bonds with their community and the community bonds with that child. As educators we have the 

ability to facilitate great collaboration through connections.  
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